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Today’ s readings show us two heroes of the Bible: David, and Peter. David, the dayer of
Goliath, perhaps greatest King in the Bible, who united the nation of Israel, who wrote the Psalns,
aheroinboth Judaismand Christianity, King David, direct ancestor of Jesus of Nazareth. And Simon
Peter, leader of the apostlesof Jesus Chrigt, and the “rock” onwhichthe Chrigtian church isfounded,
who proclaimed Jesus asthe M essiah, to which Jesusreplied “ Blessed are you Simon, son of Jonah”

We might be able to agree that (together) these two figures are central in the history of
Chrigianity, and they arerightly thought of asheroesof thefaith. David paved the human path that
led to Jesus hirth, and Peter helped to pave the path that led to the Chrigtian church. Inaworldin
search of heroes, here are two spotlessrole models. Well.... maybe not spotless. | mean, if wewere
tolook very closely, therearesomeslight blemishesontheir records. If wewanted to bereally picky,
therewasthat little incident in David’ slife with a woman named Bathsheba..

The story of David and Bathsheba is one of those storieswhich good religiousfolk don't like
to talk about, but the story is right there in the book 2 Samuel, chapter 11. A quick recap for those
who may have forgotten the story, or may not have ever heard it: David woke up, looked out his
window, and saw Bathsheba taking a bath. He sent for her and (Quote) “he lay with her,” and (as
luck would have it) she became pregnant. So David, in anattempt to cover histracks, triesto bring
home her husband (Uriah the Hittite) from the battlefield, hoping that then Uriah would think the
baby was hisown. Uriah the Hittite refused, so David sent him back to the battlefie d with a |etter
to hisCommanding Officer, which said (and again | quote) “ Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest
fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and die.” (2 Samuel 11:15).

In verse 26 Bathsheba mourned for her husband.

In verse 27 David took her as his wife.

God sent the prophet Nathan to David, and Nathan confronted David with hissin. It is after
this that David wrote Psalm 51:

“For | know my transgressions and my sin is ever before me, Against you, you alone, have

| sinned” (v 3-4).

Well, | guessif welook at that, the maybe Davidisn't the spotlessexampleof Christianliving.
Well, at least we still have Peter, the rock on which the church was founded. Surdy Jesus would
choose a solid moral leader on which to build his church. Someone with an impeccable record,
faithful through good timesand bad. And Peter fitsthat description... not a al. There wasthat one
time that he denied he knew Jesus. And then there was another time where he, well, denied that he
knew Jesus. And if | remember correctly, | think there might have beenathird timethat Peter denied
Jesus.

Remember where Peter was when he denied Jesus? John's Gospel paints the scene
particularly well. In chapter 18 begins with the arrest of Jesus. A brief recap of the scene:

1) Simon Peter cut off an ear of one of the people who came to arrest Jesus.

2) Jesustold Peter to put his sword away (Luke' s gospd records that Jesus then healed the
severed ear).

3) Jesus before the high priest.
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4) Peter deniesJesuswhilewarming himsealf at afire surrounded by thosewho would execute
Jesus the next day.

5) Jesusis questioned by the high priest.

6) Peter, gill warming himself by the fire, denies that he knows Jesus two more times.

7) Jesusis sent before Pilate.

Look at thestructure of that chapter: if the scenewasin amovie it would flash back and forth
between the two, showing the events taking place simultaneously:
Jesus, on trial for his life; Peter, outside protecting himself while warming himsalf over afire.

Y ou know, for a sermon about hope, this seems to be centering a lot on failure. Failure to
liveupto God sexpectations, failureto live up to society’ sexpectations, failureto live up to our own
expectations.... Do you think that either David or Peter wanted to make these mistakes? Of course
not. | don't redly think that David or Peter planned for what happened. Their good intentions
weren’t enough, because they didn’t carry through. When the chips were down, when the time of
trial came, they failed.

Where' sthe hope in that? The hope isinthis: their failureis not the end of the sory. Their
stories do not end with them flat on their face. Not at all. Rather, the story continues with God's
action. InDavid scase, God sent someoneto tak with David, and get himto facewhat he had done.
Listen again to David’ swords. He asksfor seven things
1) “Hideyour face frommy sins’ David asks God not to look at what he has donewrong in the past.
2) “blot out dl my iniquity.” David asks God to remove what is sinful from him.

3) “Create in me a clean heart,” David aks that he be given a clean date, a chance to start anew.
4) “put a new and right spirit within me.” David wants God to make him new and improved, as it
were.

Number 5) and number 6) go together: “Do not cast me from your presence and do not take your
holy spirit fromme.” David redizes that he hasn't got a chance without God and the Holy Spirit.
7) “Restoreto me the joy of your salvation,” Could weread thisas “Lord, make me hope-filled”?
God, remind meof what it was that first made me respond to your cal. Give that back to me, please
God, | missthat. | don't know when it wasthat | lost it, maybe it wasn't one specific day or time,
but suddenly one day it just wasn’t there anymore.

David closes his list of request by repeating his4th request “sustain in me awilling spirit.”
God, give me the strength to try again. Help me maintain my willpower when times go bad. It
probably isn’t surprising that David would repeat this request, he recognizes his need for God’ s help.

Let’s not forget Peter.... How must he have fet after he heard the rooster crow? Matthew,
Mark, and Luke all record that Peter cried when herealized that Jesus’ words had come true. Can
you imagine the guilt and the pain that Peter must have felt? The Bible doesn’t record anything of
what Peter said. But, remember, the story doesn't end with Peter’ sfailure. After the denial there's
the condemnation, after the condemnation there' s the cross, and after the cross, the burial. Where
isthehopeinthat? Thehopeisright there, behind me. That cross hangson thewall, and there' sthe
hope. The crossisempty. And three days later, so isthe tomb. The buria tomb isempty, and the
hope is with us that we know that Jesus was not overcome by the power of death, Jesus was not
overcome by the power of sin. Jesus ended that story by leaving thetomb. And wheredid he go?
Back to the apostles. Back to that big group of failureswho had run avay, scared and confused. He
went back to themto let them know that he was continuing the story.
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Jesuswent back to Peter, thebiggest failure of thebunch and do you remember what he said?
In John 21 Jesus and Peter sit down and havealittletalk. Jesusdidn’t say “I toldyou so!” Hedidn't
make Peter grovel for forgiveness. He simply asked Peter one question: “Do you loveme?’ Jesus
repeatsthe question 3 times --- the same number of times that Peter had denied Jesus.  Jesus knew
the pain that Peter felt. Jesus knew the pain that David felt too. God knows the pain that you and
| are feding. There’ s never a shortage of guilt, it seems There's never a shortage of mistakes.
People say that we learn more from our mistakes than from our triumphs. If that’s the case then |
should beafour star genius. But I'mnot. But thereisonethingthat | have learned, and that isthis:
the story’s not over ‘til the savior comes again. David pleaded with God to help him. Peter was
unableto speak any words, but Jesus knew his pain anyway. |’ ve been there. Perhaps you have been
too. I’'msurethat David and Peter both promised themselves and God that they would never waver
again. I’'m made that promise before. Perhgpsyou have too. Peter and David both fell short even
after these painful lessons. I’ ve fallen short too. But that’ s ill not the end of the sory.... The story
continues, and that isthe hope for all times. No matter what has gone before, the story doesn’t end
with our failures.

| implied rather heavily that Peter and David are not the great mora leaders that we might
think they are at first glance. But what can we learn from them? Are they nothing more than giant
fallures? No, not at all. | believe that they are much more. They are teachers for us. We can learn
from David s earnest appeal to God for help after his failure. The seven points | mentioned before
boil down to jus two: asking for forgiveness, and asking for another chance. We can learn from
Peter's failures that God will not abandon us no matter how often we abandon God and come
crawling back, humbled and humiliated. We can hopein that God did not give up on them: David
did not lose his kingship, and Peter was not replaced astherock-foundation of thechurch. God has
aplanfor ustoo, and our falures will not forfeit our relationship with God. 1f wecan learnthisfrom
David and Peter, we will see that they are role models, not of perfection, but of the failures that
plague usall, and which remind usthat we all need forgiveness. 1n Jesus Christ we are given the hope
that we are forgiven.

Findly, we should remember Jesus wordsto Peter, and see how they can apply to us as well.
Jesus asked Peter: “Do you loveme?’” Not “Why did you deny me even &ter | warned you...” Not
“Ok you have reached your quota of mistakes and now | expect you to be perfect” and not “Thisis
your last chance.” Rather, “Do you love me?’ Being perfect isn't wha the story is about. From
Genessonward we have beenfailing God, but God still uses plain old men and womento go out into
theworld. Jesusisn’t interested in our guilt. Hedid not cometo earthtoyell & usfor failing. Jesus
cameto offer usforgiveness, and to ask us one very important question “Do you loveme?’ Because
if you do, then there are amillion thingsleft to do: people who need to hear the good news, people
who need comforting, people who need guidance, people who just need friends in good times andin
bad. There are so many out therewho need to hear about the God who loved theworld that Hegave
Hisonly son.... Jesus oncetold hisdisciples, “Theharvest is plentiful but theworkersarefew.” [Luke
10:2] Thesameistruetoday. God has a Help Wanted sign out for every single one of us today:

Help Wanted. No experience or references necessary.

On-the-job training available.

Job includes long hours and little money, but the retirement plan is out of this world.

Inquire above.
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